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when not of the army, are for the most part Oriental in origin. Of
course, the eunuch priests who begged for the Syrian goddess
circulated wideband men gave to them fearing the power of their
curse, perhaps hoping for a blessing1; but this did not establish
cultus or religious habits, and this goddess does not seem often
to have received from non-Syrians a devotion such as was paid
willingly to Isis by non-Egyptians. Dacia has one inscription to
Dea Suria, Germany none.^ An exception is the dedication to the
Syrian goddess found by the Roman Wall in Britain, identifying
her with Justice and speaking of the revelation by which the
soldier responsible for the record had learned her might2; but the
wording makes it clear that Julia Domna's prestige had opened
the channel of grace.

We pass to Mithraism. Mithras, the Persian god of light,
appears as the object of a special cult at Gurob in die Fayum in
the third century B.C. (doubtless at some shrine maintained by a
group of Persians who had remained in Egypt after the end of
their rule); the nature of this worship is unknown. Plutarch tells
how the pirates, against whom Pompey warred, celebrated certain
secret sacrifices to Mithras on the Cilician mountains. The cult,
as we know it, certainly took its rise in parts of Asia Minor where
Iranian elements had remained strong in the population, as in
Cappadocia.

We learn something from allegorical explanations of Mithraism,
as in Porphyry, and from Christian attacks on it, but our know-
ledge is in the main derived from the material remains of the wor-
ship; from the temples at Doura,at Rome,Ostia and other sites in
Italy, in Britain, and along the Rhine and Danube frontiers. They
are built in a shape intended to give the likeness of a cave, with a
bas-relief on a pedestal in a niche at the end, benches for the

local variations but is on the whole curiously constant. The bas-relief
shows Mithras slaying the bull, from which comes the life of the
earth's crops. The formal model is the earlier type of Nike sacri-
ficing a bull, but the scene has a cosmic significance and its place in
the centre of the shrine emphasizes that Mithraism had a mythical
1 Cf. the collection box for *kdy Atargatis,' F. Cumont, Jrethuse,
fasc xxvii (1930), pp. 41 sqq.\ P. Perdrizet, Sjria> xn, 1931, pp. 267 sqq,\
Volume of Plates v, 162, a.
8 F. Buecheler, Carm. Lai. epig. 25. Cf. C.LL. xin, 6671, for what
seems to be a dedication to Julia Domna, under Caracalla, as Catkstls dea.
s See Plan I, feeing p. 570.